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through their 

Children



D
uring Apartheid, people of colour and w

hite people w
ere segregated (separated). W

hite people w
ere given 

privileges and pow
er w

hile people of colour w
ere oppressed by the w

hite ruling governm
ent. ‘G

em
ini’ is 

set during this period of tim
e in South African history. ‘G

em
ini’ describes the racial segregation in South 

Africa during that tim
e. It explores the advantages and privileges from

 w
hich w

hite people benefited, and 
describes the hardships that people of colour experienced. D

uring the Apartheid regim
e, w

hite people had 
diff

erent areas for living, diff
erent schools/ education, diff

erent jobs, and diff
erent pow

ers and privileges 
to people of colour. People of colour w

ere not perm
itted to use the sam

e facilities as w
hite people (e.g. 

toilets, public transport, entrances to buildings). W
hile people of colour lived in poor conditions and w

ere 
subjected to bad education, poor jobs, and discrim

ination, w
hite people lived very privileged lifestyles.
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The eff
ects of inequality w

ere visible throughout South Africa, and throughout the rest of the w
orld. 

Apartheid ensured that w
hite people w

ere granted privileges, w
hile people of colour suff

ered from
 extrem

e 
inequalities. As a result of years of oppression, poor education and lack of social capital are still a huge 

obstacle in South Africa. Learners are still receiving bad education, people are still living in dire conditions, 
people in positions of pow

er are generally w
hite, and due to poor education, m

any black people battle to 
find em

ploym
ent. In m

ost parts of South Africa, the discrepancy betw
een the rich and the poor, is huge.
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People who have been oppressed, and have suffered from the effects of inequality, 
sometimes feel like there is no hope left. People may blame themselves for 

not being ‘further’ in life, and may see themselves as a ‘failure,’ rather than as 
the victims of an extremely unfair and unequal society. In ‘Gemini’, the main 
character believes that he has wasted his academic potential, and that is the 

reason why he is poor and unable to get a better job. The reader gets the sense 
that the main character blames himself entirely, instead of recognising that most 

of his ‘failures’ are a result of a system that purposefully worked against him.

Resource 3

Mark Cinotti/Shutterstock



M
any parents put a lot of pressure on their children to succeed. Parents m

ay expect their children to be 
successful in the sam

e w
ay that they w

ere, or som
e parents m

ay w
ant their children to succeed in w

ays that 
they never could. W

hen adults put too m
uch pressure on children, it m

ight cause them
 to fail. Som

e children 
find it hard to cope w

ith so m
uch pressure and end up rebelling against their parents or against authority 

in general. O
ther children find the pressure too m

uch and they resort to self-harm
ing or even suicide.
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The short story, ‘The Love Potion’, is set in G
root M

arico, in the N
orthw

est Province (this used to be part of w
hat 

w
as know

n as the Transvaal). D
uring the tim

e the novel w
as set, G

root M
arico w

as know
n as a farm

ing com
m

unity 
(and to a large extend it still is). They w

ere Afrikaans farm
ers w

ho believed in Afrikaans traditions and folklore.
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In South Africa, and in m
any parts of the w

orld, plants are cherished and seen as an im
portant resource 

to rem
edy illness/injury, but also, to im

plem
ent curses, potions, and w

ishes (things w
e hope for). M

any 
people, from

 diff
erent cultures, believe plants have these m

agical pow
ers, w

hile other people question these 
pow

ers. Som
e people believe that plants don’t actually do anything, but because the people believe the 

potions have pow
ers, these things w

ill actually happen (pow
er of the m

ind/playing tricks on the m
ind).
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The im
age above represents deception. D

eception is w
hen people are hiding the truth, or hiding their true 

feelings. D
eception can also be w

hen people purposefully lie and trick other people for their ow
n gain.
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‘Pink Bow
 Tie’ is set in Australia at a tim

e w
here patriarchal system

s 
w

ere firm
ly in place. A m

an’s role w
as to be ‘m

anly’, ‘tough’ and 
‘unem

otional’. If a m
an w

ore pink, he w
as seen as ‘fem

inine’ or ‘w
eak’. 

Luckily, in m
ost cultures, colours are no longer seen as gender specific.
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A rebellious teenager is a teenager w
ho does not listen to authority (the people in charge), and purposefully does 

som
ething to show

 that they don’t care about authority. Som
etim

es teenagers are rebellious just because they 
think it is ‘cool,’ or because they w

ant to fit in w
ith w

hat their friends are doing. O
ther teenagers are rebellious 

because they genuinely don’t like the rules and ideals of the people in charge – so they rebel against them
. 
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‘Pink Bow
 Tie’ is set in Australia. Australia is a country/continent w

hich lies across the Indian O
cean 

from
 South Africa. The Australian flag has the British flag placed w

ithin it (top left corner), w
hich 

indicates that it w
as also colonised by the British (like South Africa). The British settlers killed m

ost of 
the indigenous people in Australia, w

hich m
eans that m

ost of the Australian population is w
hite.
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In life, w
e are often left asking the question “W

hat is the truth?” Truth can be a very diffi
cult concept to understand, 

and som
etim

es there is no set truth. For exam
ple, one person m

ay believe in Christianity, but another person believes 
in Islam

. Both of these people believe that their religion is the truth. N
either one of them

 is w
rong nor right – they 

just believe in their ow
n truth. In life, it is often left up to hum

an beings to individually decide w
hat is true for them

.

Resource 11
Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

35

3D
_Creation/Shutterstock





Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

37

G
ary’s 

m
other

G
ary 

W
ilson



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

38

punishm
ent

Justice



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

39

fair
appropriate



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

40

thin
bully



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

41

countryside

pale



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

42

England
London



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

43

insecure
Sussex



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

44

pow
erful

M
other 

N
ature



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

45

Respect 
for N

ature

respectful



Grade 11 English First Additional Language – Resource Pack – Short Stories

46

countryside

pale



Justice is w
hen punishm

ent is given to people w
ho have done som

ething w
rong. The above picture, show

s 
Lady Justice. She w

ears a blindfold, w
hich sym

bolises that justice should be blind. This m
eans that justice 

should not be influenced by prejudice, bias or discrim
ination. Rather, it should be fair and equal. 
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The short story, ‘Scared’, is set in the countryside in England. It is set in a place called Sussex, w
hich is not 

far from
 London. In the countryside there are forests of trees, vast (big) landscapes and m

any hills.
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The above im
age w

as taken after a hurricane (a very big storm
) hit a tow

n. This show
s 

us the pow
er and strength of M

other N
ature. It also indicates that w

e need to have 
respect for nature, because it is m

uch m
ore pow

erful than hum
an beings.
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In Africa, and all over the w
orld, there is still a stigm

a (sham
e) associated w

ith H
IV. People feel asham

ed of their 
status, so instead of telling people, or asking for help, they keep it hidden. This puts them

 at risk of living an 
unhealthy life, and possibly even dying. W

hen people are too asham
ed to disclose their status to sexual partners, 

it puts their partners at risk of being infected. O
ne of the reasons that there is still a stigm

a about H
IV and Aids 

is because m
any people believe it is a deadly virus, and you have no hope of living a healthy and long life. This is 

untrue. People w
ho are infected w

ith H
IV or Aids can live long and healthy lives if they take care of their bodies.
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People w
ho are living in poverty are less likely to receive a good education, and therefore, are less likely to have ‘social 

capital’ and are less likely to find good em
ploym

ent. W
hen people are living in dire poverty (extrem

e poverty), and they 
have very few

 options, som
e of them

 resort to crim
e to feed them

selves and their fam
ilies. Som

e people turn to alcohol 
and drug abuse to ‘num

b the pain’ of their circum
stances. Som

etim
es, w

hen a fam
ily is very poor, they m

ay be unable 
to send their children to school. Therefore, the cycle of poverty is likely to be passed dow

n to the next generation.
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City life has many pull factors which draw people to it. In big cities, 
there is more opportunity for employment, more opportunity for 

quality education and more opportunity for self-growth. Many 
people move to cities in hope of a better, brighter future.
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‘Swimming Partners’ is set in Malawi. Malawi is an African country that is landlocked 
between Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The largest city in Malawi is 
called Lilongwe, and this is the country’s capital. Lake Malawi takes up approximately 

one third of the country. Malawi is one of the least developed countries in Africa.
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The short story, ‘The G
ift of the M

agi’, is set in 1905 in N
ew

 York City, U
SA. D

uring this period, N
ew

 York w
as the 

capital of com
m

unications in Am
erica. It w

as also the com
m

ercial and financial capital of the country. This m
eans 

that there w
as a lot happening in the city, m

onetary w
ealth w

as im
portant and m

any ‘high profile’ people lived 
in the city. N

ew
 York City is still the capital of m

any of these aspects, and the city is still held high regard.
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In the early 1900s in New York City, patriarchal 
systems were firmly entrenched. Women were 

given the roles of wife, homemaker and mother. 
It was common for women to be referred to as 

their husband’s property. Men were also expected 
to think and act in certain ways. Whilst many of 
these stereotypes are not as blatant in America 

these days, they are still, however, present.
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Having a lot of money is seen as very important in our society. Many people 
treasure their financial wealth more than anything else in the world. In 

‘The Gift of the Magi’, the two main characters find happiness in sacrificing 
each of their most valuable belongings, to make each other happy. Their 

love for each other brings them more joy than their material items.
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Often people exclude other people from their 
groups. When someone is excluded, they feel 

alone and like an outsider. In ‘The Journey’, the 
South African government has just made all 

schools open to all races. Thembi feels like an 
outsider because she is one of the few black 

children in a previously white-only school. 
Johan feels excluded because he stutters.
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During Apartheid, people of colour were segregated 
(separated) from white people. ‘The Journey’ is 

set in the period of transition from the Apartheid 
government to the democratic government.
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‘The Journey’ show
s us that w

ith persistence, and w
ith the help of others, people can 

overcom
e challenges. The m

ain characters both have challenges to overcom
e, but together 

they feel m
ore secure, and therefore feel safer attem

pting to face their obstacles.
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The short story, ‘Raym
ond’s Run’ is set in H

arlem
, N

ew
 York City in Am

erica. In the past, H
arlem

 w
as a m

ostly 
African Am

erican (black) suburb. It also used to house people of a poorer socio-econom
ic background.
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Being com
petitive can encourage people to train and w

ork harder to be the best at som
ething. 

It is a good thing to be driven and am
bitious. H

ow
ever, som

e people becom
e so consum

ed by 
being the best that they forget about those around them

, and only focus on them
selves.
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In ‘Raymond’s Run’, Raymond is cognitively impaired. This means that he has a 
disability in his brain. Squeaky is aware of her brother, Raymond’s, difficulties, 

but does not make fun of him. She shows him love and respect and always 
looks after his safety. Society, however, is often not accommodating of mentally 
disabled people and they are treated unfairly simply because they are different.
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